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Cautious Anthropomorphism Furry Men and

Rick Bass’s Animal Narratives

TANG Weisheng
Abstract: There is an obvious paradox in telling “de-anthropocentric ” animal stories by way of
anthropomorphism or making animals human-ike for such stories almost always end up in the vicious
anthropocentric loop. To get out of this paradox speculative realist philosopher Steven Shaviro proposes
the concept of “cautious anthropomorphism” which by giving “feelings” or “sentience” to all things

in the world organic or inorganic while cautiously maintaining their own differential features will put

human beings and non-human beings on the same ontological plane and thus put an effective end to
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anthropocentrism. “Cautious anthropomorphism ’

i

is exactly the story logic in many of the animal

narratives by Rick Bass the renowned contemporary American nature writer. In his narratives human

beings are largely depicted as animals

and animals are cautiously invested with humanike feelings.

When humans and animals encounter they stare at each other without subjugation of one party to the

other: they are distinct yet they belong on an equal footing to the common natural world.

Key words: cautious anthropomorphism; furry men; animal narrative; Rick Bass
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